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he sport of skifng has undergone some
T remarkable changes in the last few

decades. New technology in clirthing,
electronics, boots, bindings and skis has allowed
skiers to enjoy the sport mor comfortably, more
safely and with a more direct route from the
bunmy hill to the theill of black-dizmond runs.

Dine thing that hiasn't changed is the

excitesent of looking down the moumizin and
seeing an untowched carpet of new snow. Look
at images of powder skiing from the 1930s and,
apart from a few changes in technigue, youl
see mose i common with modem skiing than
differences.

What is it about skiing fresh snow that
inspires, excites and leaves skiers feeling
euphoric? Mayte it's because we're the closest
we'll come to flying without keaving the ground.
Or maybe it's because there's nothing ke locking
beck up the mountain at a fresh set of tracks and
Ehinding T did that.” A powder day can make
a good holiday grea, etch 2 single run into a
memory that will last a lifetime, and bring people
together yet simuttaneously make us sesk the
solitude of an unspoiled line.

I'd like to dedicate this year's i Canada
Powder Test to Eric Rousseau. A bangtime Whistler
local and legend, Eric tragically passed away

ski canada » DECEMBER 2011

POWDER SKi
TEST 2012

in a tree-cutting accident this &l He will be
remembered by all those wha knew him as one
of the most inspiational and naturally talented
skiers in oum tribe. There will be many runs done
in his memony this winter. Not many powder days
went by without Eric changing hard and Bving up
to one of fis favousite sayings: “The faster you
ski, the less time you're in dangec™

This winter; dan't let the great days get
aray—and enjoy them more by being on the right
equipment. The guides at Mike Wiegele Heliskiing
there's new snow on the moumtain you can, in the
wards of my friend Eric, “make it the best day ever.”
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come alive. 1 handled speed any type of snow with ez ™ differzm conditioes. Francois and excelient perfumance in e head writh this ome, &5 well
well and initiated easily. Bill Polly Simpich keows hemfalay £ Hebertbad a great timean this <4 Heidi Stammberger balanced, eagy b steer and fafaly
Mark had thes fo say- A down hig nes and appreciated i sk =N il framdle o [keg the: saft flex, which made predicfabiie i foves aif king's of
Inig powder sk for soff seow a shi Ehsal b=t Tt do Bhal: W Fypes of snow with ease and is for a fen ride: “Ifs casy-foming saff oo, aod i stable eoosgh for
Despite s sire, it forws qavckiy, surpvisingly fpeiang fora lavge and soper-soit. This woukd be 2 imodecale drops and big fomps. s
N5 fww in desp powder and even ski. Skieys who fve some finesse S preat firsf powder ski—fie bss sty sawoodly, wolh 2 nice radhoy
wavks i mare gense soow, buf il (e fhis 5id, Reawer shers ave impossible o siok Ecefenf £ and o shepe. " Aoverding toour
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All testers are guides at Mike Wiegele Helicopter Skiing
(www.wiegelecom) and ski well over two-million vertical feet
=% of - powder per year:
Andy Aufschnaiter i Crosby Johnson i Heidi Stammberger
Mike Basham . Bill Mark Jordan Steifvater
Ron Betts . Elias Ortner : Scofkt Streadwick
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dike Hainault . Michael Shynkaryk . Barry Widas
Sfrancois Hebert :_ Poily Simpich =
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fast; @ performs besi when
ne speed i5 atd the mix
+5 eaperenced skisrs might

ad it & bit overpowerning. but
hose veith seme skills vl be
withs 3 sofad nde and

e experts 2f shimg powder
e know what they Bee, and
tey |iked khes sio. Heidi
tammberger loved the
walifity and feel
s was my Tzvounte ski of the
est. 5 greal 2t speed and has
amanng agidy. I bas a real sngp
wien pou poit i and IS exdremiely
iz "Poliy Simpich
is ski invivafes dwms
very sfable. If mades
v kg fuvs Wil gzse. aid,
r iz mast sris
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n i your thmg, look no
furiher. Miike Hainawlt exjoyed
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