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efore 1980 most surfboards were

created equal. Yes, they came in

different lengths and shapes, but
most professional surfers were riding boards with
a single fin. Then along came Simon Anderson,
an Australian with a vision, whose new hoards all
sported three fins. People did what they do when
faced with something out of the ordinary,
something they had never seen before—they
laughed. In fact, they kept laughing, right up
until Simon smoked them in the water, It didn’t
take long for his compeﬁfors to catch on, and
since 1984 every world champion has been on
Anderson’s three-fin "Thmster".d'els'{gn. ;

So what does this have to do with skiing?

We're at a magical time in powder skiing,
a time that calls for nﬁ?ﬂ—mmdedness a
desire to try new thmgs and the courage

to apen yéur wallet for what mlght be the
best pui'chase of your ki cal __reer. Today's
powder skis are not the WIde,. traight one-
trick ponies of old. Thqﬂhave sidecut, great
flex patterns, exciting designs and, best of all,
they do what they were designied for—they
make people ski better. Tn my years as a Mike
Wiegele guide I've watched many people have
the best ski days of their lives, just by having
the right tools on their feet.

One of the differences between the Big
White Ski Canada Test (see last two issues)
and this Powder Test is logistics. Where
normally testers have one run to judge a ski's
personality and performance and no second
chance that might cause the testers’ abilities
to compensate for a ski's shortcomings, the
heli-ski guides can't logistically swap skis each
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run, Instead, they spent a full day on each
ski, testing it in every condition and situation
possible. They got up to speed on glaciers
and down and dirty in the trees. They skied in
perfect powder and some, uh, not-so-perfect
powder, all in the name of objectivity.

The test team was made up of some of the
most experienced powder skiers on the planet,
male and female, young and young at heart.
Even Erich “Powder Daddy” Schadinger joined
the ranks. Schadinger, in his quarter-century
career, has skied more than 60-million vertical
feet. Talk about a job with its ups and downs!

Each of the skis in this category brought
something special to the feast. They all make
skiing powder seem less like work and a lot
more like fun. So what are you waiting for? Get
a pair, head off-piste and find your own line.



